BOXIR2 : FAQS

1) Is there any way to set up a prompt that will allow a

     User to select one value, many values, or type 'ALL' for all values in a list? 

Ans: (@Select (Sales Geography\Country Group) IN @Prompt ('Select Country Group or enter * for all groups','a','Sales Geography\Country Group',multi,free) ) OR 

('*' in @Prompt ('Select Country Group or enter * for all groups','a','Sales 

Geography\Country Group',multi,free))

2) What is the limit on the number of objects I can pick from a list of values    and    can I increase the limit? 

Ans: BusinessObjects restricts the number of objects that can be picked from a list of values to '99'. It is possible to increase this limit by adding a MAX_INLIST_VALUES value to your database prm file. This parameter is not in any driveren.prm file by default. To use it, you must enter it in the [RDBMS] section under the (GENERAL) subsection. If you do not enter this parameter, the default value is 99. 

       Your database has a constraint on the number of values that can be present in an inlist condition. Oracle for example, allows thousands of values. 

3) How can I calculate the number of hours between two dates? 

Ans: The best way to do it (and the fastest) is to do it in the database. If you simply subtract the two days, you will get a number in the format D.T, where "D" is the number of days, and "T" is the fraction of days in decimal form

4) How do I create cascading or nested prompts? 

Ans) Let's start at the Highest Level that we'd need a prompt for. That would be the Resort itself, since we need to know what Resorts we're interested in. 

       Edit the List of Values for the Resort object. 

       Check the Automatic Refresh Before Use option. 

       Click Edit. 

       Bring Country into the Conditions and set it to: in list Prompt

       Click Save and Close 

       Click Apply and edit the next LOV object

5)  I've deleted a universe and I'm in a mess! What do I do now? 

   Ans) A  repository backup that your DBA could restore to a temporary location.

           Import the Universe from that Location using Supervisor or Designer   Module.

6)  What is synchronization? 

   Ans) Synchronization happens when BO creates two queries for you but doesn't really understand how to merge the result sets. Say you have a product table, an inventory table, and a sales table. You join products to inventory on product code and place that join in the inventory context. You join products to sales and place that join in the sales context. Create the product code object from the product table, the inventory measure from the inventory table, and the sales measure from the sales table. When you create a report in the query panel, you'll get two JOINED queries.

           BO understands that it can write a query with inventory and product and another with sales and product and put them back together by product code.

            If you're getting synchronized queries, you've got messed up contexts, joins not in the proper contexts or objects in the query that aren't from dimension tables joined to both facts. It is very rarely ever acceptable to have synchronized queries.

7)  How do I migrate universes between repositories? 

  Ans)   It is not advisable to have multiple repositories, sometimes it is necessary.

            Log into Designer, using the Key of the repository that currently contains     the universe. 

            Import the universe. 

           Click on File - Save As, and, in the Save As dialogue box, check "Save for all users". 

           Click Save, and then Yes, to overwrite the existing universe. 

           Log back into Designer, using the Key for the destination repository. 

           Open the universe, and give it a new connection. 

           Export the universe. 

8)   What's the difference between secured, personal, shared, full-client, and ZABO connections? 

 Ans)  There are three types of connections: 

         Secured: stored in the repository 

         Personal: stored on the workstation, and usable only by the BusObj user that created it 

         Shared: stored on the workstation, but usable any BusObj user.

         Your method of connecting to the repository:

           Full-client (FC) means you are using middleware that is on your workstation 

           ZABO means the middleware is on the ZABO server.

           Method  Sec  Per  Shr

                   FC         Y    Y    Y 

                   ZABO    Y   N   N

9)  What is a fan trap; why is it a problem, and how do I resolve it? 

    Ans)  A Fan Trap is a one - many - many relationship. This would happen if you are using a Summary and a Detail table in one query. Fan Traps can cause numbers to multiply. Business Objects resolves this transparently by using 2 queries.

10)  What is a chasm trap; why is it a problem, and how do I resolve it? 

   Ans) The Chasm trap occurs when two "many to one" joins converge on a single table. It is a one - many - one relationship. You will get incorrect results when the following circumstances exist: 

           A "many to one to many relationships" exists among three tables in the universe structure. The query includes objects based on two tables both at the "many" end of their respective joins. There are multiple rows returned for a single dimension.

……………………………………….

can someone please let me know the things we can do in WEBi and cannot do it in FULL CLIENT and vice versa for BO6.5?

                        1) We can edit SQL in Full client but not in WebI

                         2) we can apply Rank in Full client but not in Webi

                        3) Better formatting facilities in Full client wrt Webi

What is the dense rank?

          The DENSE_RANK function computes the rank of a row in an ordered group of rows. The ranks are consecutive integers beginning with 1. The largest rank value is the number of unique values returned by the query. Rank values are not skipped in the event of ties. Rows with equal values for the ranking criteria receive the same rank.

The DENSE_RANK function does not skip numbers and will assign the same number to those rows with the same value. Hence, after the result set is built in the inline view, we can simply select all of the rows with a dense rank of three or less, this gives us everyone who makes the top three salaries by department number

SELECT * FROM (

  SELECT deptno, ename, sal,
         DENSE_RANK()
  OVER (
    PARTITION BY deptno ORDER BY sal desc
  ) TopN FROM emp
)
WHERE TopN <= 3
ORDER BY deptno, sal DESC
/

    DEPTNO ENAME             SAL       TOPN
---------- ---------- ---------- ----------
        10 KING             5000          1
           CLARK            2450          2
           MILLER           1300          3

        20 SCOTT            3000          1  <--- ! (in case of rank  JONES will have 3 and dense rank will have 2)
           FORD             3000          1  <--- !
           JONES            2975          2
           ADAMS            1100          3

        30 BLAKE            2850          1
           ALLEN            1600          2
        30 TURNER           1500          3

How to break a Date field into Year, month, week,day?(For example: I have a field    INVOICE_DATE

                 Create objects in your universe with date functions.

Let's say your DB is Oracle. In your "Select" statement of new object called year, try 

to_char(INVOICE_DATE, 'YYYY')  similarly for month create object called month & repeat process, simply replace'YYYY' with 'MM' of 'MMM' in the select statement. & so on

what is the diferrence between slice and dice and cross tab report?

               Slice and Dice ia changing position of the Dimension.

               cross tab report is like at the intersection of 2 dimensions measure is displayed

what is the diferrence between slice and dice & drill through

                slice and dice means change the postion of the data like move the data from rows to columns 

                    drill mode means allow u to analyze the data in different angles and different levels of details..

                     in drill mode different types of analysis's are there like drill up, drill down, drill accross, drill   through.

                      drill through means option to select any step or level directly from the current level..

                        these are the main difference between slice and dice and drill through

How can we do load testing for Webi Reports?

 You can do Load testing for Webi Reports using Load runner tool.

1) Install loadrunner in your  system. ( to use loadrunner you need admin rights).

2) Generate loadrunner scripts.

3) Use controller(which is present in loadrunner) to get the results.

Using loadrunner tool you will get these results:

a) Maximum Running Vusers: 50 ( Given by the testing person, you can increase virtual users if you want)

b) hits per second.

c)Average response time for every transaction like login,click on the particular link,logout etc.,

d) Errors per second.

e) Connections per second.

my query takes 30 min to refresh ...there is any performance tunning is there to reduce refresh time?

                         A)   make sure to have the right context

                       B)  apply right indexes on the tables

       8)    what is difference between custom hierarchy and report based heirarchy?

By default one class having one hierarchy ie called report hierarchy.Custom hierarchy we can create in designer according our req.

can we apply Rank and Sort at a time on a single report?

 No we can't apply rank and sort at a time on one object in one single report.If we try to apply , BO asks if you want to over write the previous condition

I have three predefined prompts. In a report it will come randomly. How they will come in a specified format?

                      The Prompts will appear in the alphabetical order.

                           To make them appear in the order of our requirement, need to prefix a numerical with the   prompt

What is pragma?

    A PRAGMA statement appears in a PL/SQL block. It is not an executable statement, but it provides instructions to the compiler.

12)  How will you know the version of Bo using designer?

        1) Select the component business object Designer 

          2)  Now it will prompt for userid/password/security domain 

         3)  You will find a Help button, click that and find out what ever you  want

What is Offline mode?

          The work mode in which the designer works with universes stored locally

What is OnLine Mode?

         The work mode appropriate for a networked environment in which the general    supervisor has set up a repository.

What is Qualification?

       A property of an object that determines how it can be used in multidimensional analysis. An object can be qualified as one of three types: a dimension, detail or measure.

What is Theta join?

           A join that links tables based on a relationship other than equality between two columns.
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